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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 


The  following  members  of  the  Council  served  on  the  above 
Committee  during  the  year: — 

Chairman:  H.  MOORE. 

Vice-Chairman:  MRS.  M.  E.  BAZLEY. 

Members:  W.  H.  GULLEY,  J.  H.  HOAR, 

MRS.  O.  S.  JOHNSTONE, 

G.  A.  KNOTT,  F.  G.  QUANT, 

S.  C.  WILLIS. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  E.  COLSTON,  F.I.A.S.,  M.R.San.I. 

(Resigned  6.5.50). 

H.  F.  ROBINSON,  F.I.A.S.,  M.R.San.I. 

(Appointed  8.5.50). 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  Inspector: 

H.  MANSBRIDGE,  A.R.San.I,  M.S.I.A. 

(Appointed  31.7.50) 


M.O.H.’s  Secretary: 

MISS  M.  J.  BODDY. 


Meteorological  Observer: 

MR.  T.  H.  HARRIS. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1950  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  remained  good  throughout 
the  year  and  no  epidemic  disease  occurred.  Of  the 
exanthemata  only  measles  was  at  all  prevalent. 

The  vital  statistics  conform  to  the  average  over  a  number 
of  years. 

Whilst  progress  is  steady,  it  is  not  always  apparent  on  a 
year  to  year  survey,  but  if  one  compares  the  present  with 
the  relatively  distant  past  an  almost  incredible  contrast  is 
evident.  For  example,  as  a  result  of  the  discovery  of  a 
valuable  manuscript  of  a  Sanitary  Report  of  the  town  in 
1846,  it  is  learnt  that  the  population  then  was  about  5,035 
persons,  consisting  of  1,129  families  living  in  600  houses,  and 
of  these  301  families  were  crowded  into  49  houses.  The 
death  rate  of  infants  was  appalling.  There  was  a  complete 
lack  of  sanitation  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  the  place 
was  one  of  squalor  and  dejection,  particularly  in  the  case 
of  women  and  children.  Compare  this  with  our  present  little 
gem  of  a  town  and  one  realises  what  progress  means. 


SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ... 

2,098 

Population — 1931  Census 

5,131 

Estimated  Home  Population — Mid  1950  ... 

6,140 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

1,855 

Rateable  Value  ... 

...  £45,845 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£182 

Loan  Debt 

...  £321,181 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  29 

33 

62 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  29 

30 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — 

3 

England  & 
Wales 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

10.1 

15.8 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  ... 

11.8 

Still  Births 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

101.4 

0.37 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths .  ...  48 

46 

94 

England  & 
Wales 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

12.1 

11.6 

Corrected  Death  Rate . 

8.9 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  .  ...  —  0.86 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  1 

Infant  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  16.1  29.8 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: — 

INFECTIOUS  CAUSES: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Syphilis  .  1 

GENERAL  CAUSES: 

Cerebral  Vascular  Disease  .  19 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  .  13 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  12 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  10 

Arteriosclerosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  .  4 

Diabetes  .  2 

Pneumonia .  2 

Accidental  .  ...  6 

Suicide  .  1 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

INFANTS  UNDER  I  YEAR: 

Asphyxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  94 


AGE  OF 

DEATH  TABLE. 

Age  at  Death 

Male 

Female 

Infants  under  I  year 

— 

1 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

5-15  . 

— 

2 

15-25  . 

— 

1 

25-35  . 

1 

1 

35-45  . 

4 

— 

45-55  . 

1 

— 

55-65  . 

10 

6 

65-75  . 

11 

13 

75  and  over 

21 

22 

Totals 

48 

46 

4 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  • 

There  was  no  change  in  the  health  services  during  the 
year,  and  it  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  that  no  maternity 
accommodation  has  yet  been  provided  although  the  premises 
are  immediately  available. 

The  vicissitudes  of  the  National  Health  Service  appear  to 
be  settling  and  the  chief  trouble  for  the  future  appears  to 
be  one  of  economics.  However,  it  is  becoming  apparent  that 
having  the  medical  services  divided  into  three  watertight 
compartments  is  not  likely  to  give  the  best  results  and  a 
feeling  is  becoming  general  that  some  integrating  machinery 
is  needed. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

Sufficiency.  During  the  year  under  review,  owing  to  the 
abnormal  rainfall,  the  supply  throughout  the  town  was 
adequate  for  all  purposes  and  at  no  time  was  it  necessary 
to  introduce  restrictions. 

It  is  well  known,  however,  that  augmentation  of  the  supply 
is  of  paramount  importance  and  bearing  in  mind  the 
unfortunate  experience  of  previous  years,  the  Council  have 
diligently  pursued  this  question. 

During  the  year  the  services  of  Mr.  E.  Morton,  M.Sc.,  were 
engaged  as  Consulting  Geologist,  and  Messrs.  Lemon  and 
Blizzard  as  Consulting  Engineers.  Following  thorough  inspec¬ 
tion  and  consideration  of  the  two  proposed  sources,  namely 
(i)  the  tapping  of  deeper  sources  of  water  at  Kilworthy  by 
means  of  a  borehole,  and  (ii)  the  introduction  into  the  mains, 
as  and  when  necessary,  of  water  issuing  from  the  quarry  face 
at  Wilminstone,  the  Consulting  Geologist  advised  the  Council 
to  adopt  the  Wilminstone  quarry  scheme.  Messrs.  Lemon 
and  Blizzard  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  protection  of  the 
water  from  pollution  at  the  quarry  face  presents  no  difficul¬ 
ties  whatsoever. 

Owing  to  considerable  delay  in  receiving  the  report  of  the 
Consulting  Geologist  it  was  not  possible  to  commence  the 
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implementation  of  the  Wilminstone  scheme  to  any  extent 
during  the  year.  Steps  were  taken,  however,  to  record  the 
flow  of  water  from  the  quarry  face  and  it  was  found  that 
there  is  a  constant  flow  during  all  weathers  of  100,000 
gallons  per  day. 

Also,  through  the  good  offices  of  the  Devon  County  Council, 
who  have  been  most  helpful  and  co-operative  in  this  matter, 
holes  have  been  bored  in  the  quarry  face  in  order  to  collect 
the  water  as  far  as  possible  to  one  area. 

Throughout  the  year  routine  work  in  clearing  the  feeders 
at  Kilworthy  proceeded  and  also  progress  was  made  in 
reducing  the  night  flow. 

Arrangements  are  well  in  hand  to  carry  out  considerable 
renewal  of  mains  during  1951.  Provision  is  also  included  for 
a  new  main  from  the  high  level  reservoir  across  the  moor  to 
link  up  with  the  main  at  Middlemoor.  It  will  then  be  possible 
to  feed  the  whole  of  Middlemoor  and  part  of  Whitchurch 
from  the  high  level  reservoir  and  thus  remedy  the  lack  of 
pressure  in  this  area  which  has  given  rise  to  a  number  of 
complaints  during  recent  years. 

Quality.  Routine  quarterly  samples  from  the  Kilworthy 
and  Sandy  Park  distribution  mains  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  in  each  case  the  report 
showed  the  water  to  be  in  Class  1  of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
Classification  for  Piped  Supplies. 

Quarterly  samples  were  also  taken  of  the  raw  water  from 
each  source  prior  to  treatment.  The  reports  showed  con¬ 
tamination  varying  from  0  to  600  coliform  bacteria  per  100  ml. 

The  following  are  results  of  chemical  examinations  of 
samples  from  the  two  piped  supplies,  taken  on  19th  December, 
1950:— 


Chlorine  present  as  Chlorides 

Kilworthy 

Intake 

1.4 

Sandy  Park 
Intake 

1.4 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites 

... 

0 

0 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates 

... 

0.22 

0.31 

Phosphates  ... 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Sulphates  .  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

... 

— 

— 

Total  Hardness  equivalent  to  Calcium 
Carbonate 

4.6 

6.4 

Temporary  Hardness  (annulled 
boiling) 

by 

1.3 

2.7 

6 


Permanent  Hardness  (not  altered  by 
boiling)  . 

3.3 

3.7 

Saline  Ammonia  ...  . 

0 

0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0006 

0.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27 °C  ... 

0.025 

0.03 

Oxygen  absorbed  immediately  ... 

— 

— 

Lead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Copper 

0 

0 

Zinc . 

0 

0 

Iron  in  solution  ...  . 

0 

0 

Iron  in  sedimentary  form 

0 

0 

Manganese  ... 

0 

0 

Total  Solid  Constituents  ... 

11.0 

15.0 

Organic  Matter  observed  in  igniting 
the  Solid  Constituents  . 

None 

None 

Free  Chlorine  . 

0.002 

0.01 

Hydrogen  Ion  Concentration  equivalent 
t o  p • 1 1 •  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

6.0 

6.4 

Plumb o- solvency.  On  no  occasion  has  lead  been  found  in 
a  sample  of  water  submitted  for  chemical  examination. 

Supply  from  piped  mains.  The  great  majority  of  dwellings 
have  a  piped  supply  direct  to  the  house.  A  small  proportion 
are  served  from  the  piped  supply  by  means  of  standpipe. 

Treatment.  Both  the  main  supply  from  Kilworthy  and 
the  subsidiary  supply  from  Sandy  Park  are  chlorinated  by 
simple  chlorination,  a  residual  of  .15  p.p.m.  being  obtained. 

Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  source  and  the  absence  of 
filtration  treatment,  it  is  considered  that  the  continuance 
of  chlorination  is  essential  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  occasional 
complaints  of  chlorous  taste  and  smell  in  the  water  were 
received. 


Sewerage 

The  main  sewage  disposal  plant  sited  at  Crowndale  con¬ 
tinues  to  operate  satisfactorily.  The  system  employed  is 
treatment  in  sedimentation  tanks  followed  by  land  irrigation, 
the  final  effluent  being  discharged  into  the  River  Tavy. 
Reports  on  samples  of  this  effluent  and  river  water,  above 
and  below  the  point  of  discharge,  taken  on  6th  November, 
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1950,  show  that  the  effluent  was  highly  satisfactory  and  that 
the  river  water  was  from  a  clean  river. 

A  smaller  plant  situated  at  East  Crowndale  and  serving 
parts  of  the  Whitchurch  area,  operates  on  similar  lines  to 
the  main  plant.  Considerable  dilapidations  have  occurred  at 
East  Crowndale  during  recent  years  and  the  Council  have 
decided  to  commence  necessary  repairs  during  1951.  In  spite 
of  the  disrepair,  however,  samples  of  the  East  Crowndale 
effluent  and  river  water  submitted  on  6th  November,  1950, 
show  that  the  effluent  was  quite  satisfactory  and  only  slightly 
below  the  standard  of  the  main  plant  effluent,  whereas  the 
river  water  was  characterised  as  clean. 

Swimming  Bath 

The  swimming  bath,  which  is  supplied  by  an  overflow  from 
the  Sandy  Park  drinking  supply,  was  fairly  well  patronised 
during  the  year  in  spite  of  the  inclement  weather.  Consider¬ 
able  use  of  the  Bath  was  made  by  parties  of  children  from 
the  schools  in  the  locality. 

The  bath  was  emptied  and  cleansed  fortnightly  and  a  small 
dose  of  chlorous  added  on  re-filling. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Council’s  staff  maintained  a  high  standard  of  hygienic 
cleanliness  of  the  town  during  the  year. 

225  visits  were  made  to  premises  as  a  result  of  complaints 
received  regarding  sanitary  defects,  and  32  informal  intima¬ 
tions  were  made  to  the  responsible  persons  to  remedy  these 
defects. 

One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  and  complied  with. 

Several  of  the  above  mentioned  defects  were  discovered 
during  visits  made  for  the  purpose  of  checking  housing 
applications.  251  such  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation.  Five  premises  were  dis¬ 
infected  with  formaldehyde  gas  after  the  occurrence  of 
infectious  disease,  and  three  premises  were  treated  with 
D.D.T.  for  vermin  infestation. 
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Rodent  Control.  Before  the  inception  of  the  “  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,”  the  work  of  rodent  control 
was  carried  out  by  an  outside  operator.  Since  1st  October, 
however,  this  work  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  an  operator  who  has  attended  a  special  course 
for  the  destruction  of  rodents. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  315  inspections  were  made  and 
47  treatments  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  were 
carried  out. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


1.  Inspections. 


Number  of 

Premises 

a) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occu¬ 

piers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and 

6  are  to  be 
enforced  by 
Local  Authori¬ 
ties  ... 

36 

42 

2 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the 
Local  Autho¬ 
rity  ... 

33 

35 

3 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises 

3 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

72 

83 

5 

Nil 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

(i) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

(5) 

prose¬ 

cutions 

were 

insti¬ 

tuted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

10 

10 

- - 

1 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

* - 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
Ventilation  . 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

Ineffective 

drainage  of  floors  ... 

— 

— 

— 

S 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective  .. 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

14 

10 

2 

- ■ 

3.  Outwork. 


Nature  of  Work  |  No.  of  out-workers  in  August  list 

|  required  by  Section  110(1)  (c) 

Wearing  Apparel— Making,  etc.  |  1 
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Weather 

The  Meteorologist  supplied  the  following  statistics  for 
the  year: — 

Height  above  sea  level  —  457  feet  in  Stevenson  Screen. 
Latitude  —  50.33  N.;  Longitude  —  4.10  W. 

The  total  amount  of  rain  was  57.54  ins. 

The  total  number  of  rainy  days  was  226. 

The  average  amount  of  rain  is  47.6  ins. 

The  greatest  fall  was  42.1  m.m.  (1.6  ins.)  on  20th  August. 


RAINFALL  FOR  1950 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

in 

inches 

Greatest 
fall  in 

24  hours 
(mm.) 

Date 

N  umber 
of 
Rainy 
Days 

January 

1.87 

12.5 

15th 

14 

February 

7.04 

24.9 

2nd 

22 

March 

3.16 

14.9 

16th 

12 

April 

3.34 

16.8 

17th 

21 

May  . 

1.97 

13.0 

24th 

11 

June  . 

2.61 

23.7 

20th 

14 

July 

5.37 

27.3 

15th 

20 

August 

8.54 

42.1 

20th 

22 

September 

7.69 

27.6 

8th 

27 

October 

2.16 

9.5 

13th 

18 

November 

8.82 

34.3 

27th 

23 

December 

4.97 

16.2 

9th 

22 

57.54  ins.  226 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  under  review  66  council  houses  were 
erected  and  occupied,  making  a  total  of  130  completed  since 
building  was  commenced  in  1946.  In  addition  3  houses  were 
erected  and  occupied  by  private  individuals  during  1950.  At 
31st  December,  1950,  the  Council  controlled  274  council  houses 
and  16  requisitioned  properties. 

In  my  report  for  1949  mention  was  made  of  the  fact  that 
the  Council,  mindful  of  the  needs  of  elderly  people,  had 
commenced  to  erect  some  Old  Persons’  Bungalows.  It  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  10  such  bungalows  had  been  erected 
and  occupied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  order  to  obviate  under-occupation  of  existing  council 
houses,  all  tenants  were  circularised  and  requested  to  make 
application  for  a  bungalow  if  their  circumstances  were  such 


11 


that  they  no  longer  required  a  2  or  3  bedroom  house.  As  a 
result,  several  elderly  couples  were  more  suitably  housed 
and  more  3  bedroom  houses  were  made  available  for  families. 

Commencement  was  also  made  during  the  year  on  the 
erection  of  32  single  bedroom  flats  on  the  Greenlands  Estate. 
General  progress  on  this  Estate  has  been  most  satisfactory 
and  a  total  of  64  houses  had  been  erected  and  occupied  on 
this  Estate  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Council  have  in  mind 
also  further  extension  to  Greenlands  Estate  as  and  when 
this  becomes  necessary. 

It  is  known,  however,  that  a  fairly  urgent  housing  problem 
still  exists  in  the  town.  On  31st  December,  1950,  there  were 
188  “  live  ”  applications  for  accommodation  on  the  Council’s 
records,  none  of  which  had  been  allocated  a  house  under  the 
Council’s  scheme  of  forward  allocation.  Of  this  number  of 
applications,  82  were  noted  to  be  residents  of  other  locU 
Authority  districts,  35  being  actually  employed  in  Tavistock. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Every  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  maintain  a  high 
standard  of  cleanliness  of  foodstuffs,  and  the  new  Bye-laws 
were  presented  to  all  persons  engaged  in  the  trade.  In  this 
respect  I  have  received  nothing  but  praise  for  your  inspectors 
from  the  tradespeople  for  the  helpful  way  in  which  they 
carry  out  their  duties  in  implementing  the  law. 

Milk 

During  the  year,  32  visits  were  made  to  dairies  and  milk- 
shops.  No  formal  action  under  the  Regulations  was  found 
to  be  necessary. 

One  dairy  which  previously  sold  unbottled  milk  only  has 
now  installed  modern  bottling  and  filling  equipment,  and  has 
discontinued  the  sale  of  loose  milk. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken 
during  the  period  under  review  and  the  results  obtained:— 


Grade 

Total 

Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Ordinary  ...  . 

Taken 

23 

20 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4 

4 

— 

Pasteurised 

2 

2 

— 

Totals 

29 

26 

3 

12 


Ice  Cream 

4  premises  in  the  area  are  registered  under  Section  14  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice  cream.  In  addition,  15  premises  are  registered  for  sale 
and  storage  purposes  only..  All  these  premises  were  regularly 
visited  during  the  year,  a  total  of  52  visits  being  made. 

18  samples  were  taken  and  tested  for  cleanliness,  with  the 
following  results: —  17  samples  were  Grade  I  and  1  Grade  II. 
A  further  sample  was  taken  of  the  Grade  II  ice  cream  and 
this  was  placed  into  the  Grade  I  category. 

Food  Premises 

Bakehouses.  There  are  6  bakehouses  in  the  area  and 
regular  inspection  of  these  premises  was  carried  out,  a  total 
of  31  visits  being  made. 

The  re-building  of  one  sub-standard  bakehouse  did  not 
materialise  during  the  year  under  review  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  this  report  plans  for  a  new  bakehouse  of  modern 
design  have  been  submitted  and  have  received  the  necessary 
planning  approval.  Commencement  of  building  has  been 
delayed  by  the  failure  of  the  proprietor  to  obtain  the 
necessary  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Works,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  representative  has  agreed  that 
only  complete  re-building  of  the  premises  in  question  will 
bring  them  up  to  modern  standards. 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc.  Considerable  improvements  have 
been  made  by  proprietors  during  the  year  in  order  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Work  entailed 
includes  tiling  of  interior  walls  and  provision  of  more  suitable 
washing  and  sanitary  accommodation  for  employees. 

With  very  few  exceptions  the  proprietors  and  employees 
have  co-operated  fully  with  the  Public  Health  staff  in  our 
endeavour  to  maintain  an  improved  standard  of  food  handling 
and  preparation  in  shops  and  stalls.  The  Ministry  of  Food 
Bye-laws,  in  connection  with  food  handling,  adopted  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  came  into  operation  on  11th 
September,  1950.  Sufficient  copies  of  these  bye-laws  were 
obtained  in  order  to  provide  a  copy  to  each  of  the  occupiers 
of  ail  food  premises  in  the  area.  The  printed  bye-laws  were 
delivered  individually  to  the  occupiers  and  at  the  same  time 
premises  were  inspected  and  advice  given.  This  alone 
entailed  51  visits  but  good  results  have  so  far  been  achieved. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  notifications  of  food  poisoning  were  received  during 
the  year. 


Meat  Inspection 

The  town  abattoir  continues  to  serve  a  large  area  and  the 
inspection  of  carcases  and  offal,  which  is  in  all  respects 
satisfactory,  entailed  639  visits. 

Routine  visits  are  made  to  the  Abattoir  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  Area  Technical  Advisor  on  Meat  Inspection.  This 
officer  has  expressed  his  complete  satisfaction  with  the 
method  and  efficiency  of  meat  inspection  at  Tavistock. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  and  the  carcases,  parts 
and  organs  condemned,  are  set  out  in  the  appended  table: 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1717 

1102 

2370 

7598 

516 

Number  inspected 

1717 

1102 

2370 

7598 

516 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

15 

73 

88 

118 

7 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned  ... 

867 

664 

22 

1813 

51 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

51.36% 

66.88% 

4.64% 

25.41% 

11.22% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

11 

46 

8 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

67 

199 

27 

Percentage  of 
the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected 
with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

4.54% 

22.23% 

.34% 

6.2% 
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Three  cases  of  congenital  tuberculosis  in  calves  were 
notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  the 
dams  to  be  traced. 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

All  bovine  carcases  are  carefully  examined  for  infestation 
by  cysticercus  bovis.  During  the  year  under  review,  42  cases 
of  this  infestation  were  detected  and  the  carcases  and  offal 
dealt  with  in  the  prescribed  manner. 

Other  Foodstuffs 

The  usual  assortment  of  foodstuffs  found  on  inspection  to 
be  unsound  were  dealt  with  in  the  prescribed  manner. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year  by  medical  practitioners: — 

Measles  .  49 

Scarlet  Fever  .  5 

Whooping  Cough .  4 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
from  the  schools  in  the  town  during  the  year: — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mumps  .  2 

The  town  could  scarcely  be  freer  than  it  was  during  the 
year  from  disease  of  an  infectious  nature. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year.  I  am 
still  of  the  opinion  that  immunisation  would  be  more 
efficiently  organised  on  a  local  basis,  particularly  as  there 
is  evidence  of  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  children  being 
treated. 

Tuberculosis 

6  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year  and  1  death  recorded  from  this  cause.  2  deaths 
were  recorded  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  43 
on  the  register  as  follows: — 

PULMONARY 

Males  ...  ...  24 

Females .  11 


cases  of  tuberculosis  remained 

NON-PULMONARY 

Males  .  4 

Females .  4 


In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council 
for  the  ready  hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  also 
Mr.  Robinson  who  has  materially  assisted  in  the  preparation 
of  this  report. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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